
This are all the known names and details of those who died trying to obtain sanctuary in 
Europe or the UK in March 2023. We share them here so as to honour their lives and 
mourn the injustice of their deaths.

Date Details
? Meysam Qasemi, an Iranian boy of 14, drowned in a shipwreck in the 

Mediterranean. He was buried in Hamburg, where his uncle lives.
3/3 29 people, including 3 children, 3 women and 4 men, drowned while trying to 

transfer from a smaller to a larger boat off Tobruk, Lybia on the way to Italy; 25 
bodies were found, 4 missing.

5/3 A headless body a in state of decay was found wrapped in a blanket on the beach of 
Baia Francese, Lampedusa, Italy.

7/3 Frank Ospina, a 39-year-old Colombian man who had come to the UK to visit his 
mother and was arrested for taking a short-term job washing dishes, committed 
suicide in Colnbrook immigration removal centre at Heathrow. In the following days 
up to 6 other inmates attempted suicide.

7/3 3 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned a few hours off the Tunisian coast on the 
way to Italy; 34 survived.

8/3 A young woman from sub-Saharan Africa died of unknown causes, her body 
recovered by Italian coast guards from a boat off Lampedusa. 20 survived.

8/3 11 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned when a boat sank off Sfax, Tunisia on 
the way to Italy; 20 survived.

9/3 3 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned when a boat going from Sfax to Italy 
sank off the Tunisian coast; 34 survived.

11/3 15 Africans drowned on the way to Greece; 5 bodies were found in a half-sunken 
rubber dinghy off Didim, Turkey. 16 survived.

12/3 An Afghan man of 23 died of unknown causes, his body found by activists lying face-
down in a swamp off Hwoźna River, Poland, near a main road at the Belarusian 
border.

12/3 34 people, including 3 children, drowned when an overloaded boat sank off 
Ambanja, Madagascar on the way to the French island of Mayotte; 23 survived.

12/3 Abdo al Sabbah, 17, and Abdel Razzak al Qastal, 18, both from Syria, were tortured 
to death by Turkish border guards when trying to cross the  Syrian-Turkish border 
near Reyhanli. They were beaten with various tools and forced to drink petrol. 7 
other men were severely injured.

12/3 30 people drowned when a boat on the way from Benghazi, Libya to Italy capsized. 
Italian authorities were aware of the distress call for at least 9 hours but took no 
action. 17 were rescued by a merchant vessel.

13/3 An Afghan man was shot in a fight between Afghan migrants near the makeshift 
border camp in a disused Viskozine factory in Loznica, Serbia.

14/3 4 people drowned when 2 boats sank off Kusadasi, Turkey after an alleged pushback
by Greek authorities; 38 survived.

15/3 The bodies of 5 people, including 1 woman, 2 men, a girl aged 3 and a boy of 7 or 8
were found floating in the sea 17 days after a boat crashed off Cutro, Italy, killing 
80. 

19/3 1 Afghan man died when a car overturned in a ravine evading a police check in the 
Dragoman region, Bulgaria, near the Serbian border; 10 were injured.

20/3 17 people, including a mother with her 3 children, drowned when a boat on the way 
to Sardinia, Italy sank off Skikda, Algeria. 9 bodies found, 2 survived.



21/3 30 people drowned when a boat capsized off Al Argoub, Western Sahara on the way 
to the Canary Islands; 12 bodies found, 9 survived.

21/3 The body of an Afghan man aged 27 was found near Zamosze, Poland near the 
Belarusian border by national park employees. His uncle, who had travelled with 
him, had urged a rescue operation to be undertaken for a month; Polish authorities 
blocked search attempts by activists.

21/3 The body of a victim of the crash off Cutro was found on the beach of Praialonga, 
Italy, after 23 days.

23/3 Sisters Saran-soumah, 12, and Macire, 10, drowned before the eyes of their mother 
when a boat overturned off the Tunisian coast on the way to Italy. 36 survived.

23/3 33 people from Ivory Coast and sub-Saharan Africa, including 5 children and 2 men, 
drowned when an overloaded boat sank off La Louza, Tunisia on way to Lampedusa;
9 bodies were found, 5 survived.

24/3 16 people, including 1 child and 2 women, drowned in the Alboran Sea on way from 
Cherchell, Algeria to Cartagena, Spain; 2 bodies found.

24/3 A person was found dead of unknown causes by activists in Białowieża National Park
near Hwoźna River at the Poland-Belarus border.

24/3 42 people from Africa drowned when their boat capsized off Sfax after Tunisian coast
guards removed its engine. Some of the men were beaten. 4 survived.

24/3 A man of about 40 died of unknown causes near Sofikos, Greece, near the Turkish 
border.

25/3 4 people, a woman and 3 men, drowned when a boat on the way from Tunisia to 
Italy capsized near Malta; 51 survived.

26/3 2 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned when a boat sank of Sfax, Tunisia on the 
way to Italy, their bodies recovered by trawlers.

26/3 10 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned when a boat capsized off Mahdia, 
Tunisia on the way to Italy; 11 survived.

26/3 19 people from sub-Saharan Africa drowned when a boat capsized off Tunisia on the 
way to Italy; 5 survived.

28/3 A young man from Sabikhan, Syria was shot by Turkish border guards near Ras Al-
Ain, Syria while trying to cross the border to Turkey.

28/3 A woman’s body was found among rocks on Lampedusa, presumed to be a victim of 
the shipwrecks near Malta.

29/3 A woman’s body was found floating off Punta Alaimo, Lampedusa.
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